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Colin was born in Yorkshire, England, and grew up in the Midlands, 

attending Bromsgrove School, and Cambridge University.  He started 

his golf with his grandfather’s sawn down clubs at the age of 8 but 

does not feel that he has progressed much since.  He vividly 

remembers heads flying off clubs, and coverings off balls.  Having had 

a chance to play St. Andrews when the green fee was only 5 shillings 

(50 cents), he still remembers the embarrassment of an air shot on 

the first tee at Gleneagles, surrounded by several waiting players. 

He left England in 1969, to work in the Head Office of a Swiss 

pharmaceutical company.  With no kids at that stage, he fondly 

remembers spending most of his time skiing and hiking in the Alps 

rather than working, a fact which probably encouraged his bosses to 

then send him as far away as possible, to Hong Kong.   

He was supposedly in charge of the region there, from Mainland China to Indonesia to Thailand, and the 

fact that Colin didn’t know the difference between Indonesia and Indochina when he started didn’t seem 

to deter his boss – the latter’s only comment was that there were so many countries there and it was so 

far away, it didn’t matter if he lost one! 

From Hong Kong, he was later moved to Scandinavia, and in 1978 to Canada, running companies in 

Ontario and Quebec, and chairing Canada’s Pharmaceutical Industry Association.  Having played very 

little golf since school, he was delighted to have more golf and ski opportunities, when he left the 

pharmaceutical industry in 1995 and moved to B.C.  With his wide travels, it was tempting for Colin to 

take the best points from each country and province and look for somewhere that combined all of them. 

He felt that Vancouver was the nearest match, and he has never been disappointed.  Although he admits it 

would have been nice, but boring, to retire on his arrival on the west coast, he chose instead to sit on the 

Boards of several public and private Biotech companies (15 over 25 years).  This helped maintain some 

control over his leisure/work time mix as they never knew whether he could not attend one of their 

Board meetings because of other Board duties or because he was skiing or playing golf!  In 2018, at the 

age of 75, he retired from his last position. 

Golf improvement came only gradually, but Colin joined Men’s Midweek at UGC in 2000, and West Point 

in 2010.  The “Class of 2010” was relatively small but has produced three Club presidents – Colin, along 

with Andrew Hobbs and Doug Blackman.  His first round with Men’s Midweek was dubiously memorable.  

He had no official handicap but told the Club that he honestly estimated it to be around 22.  When he 

finished with a superb round of gross 78 (a score that he has never subsequently matched at UGC), he had 

to leave the course rather quickly!   His subsequent golf performances have been more pedestrian, and he 

is still waiting for his first hole-in-one and plans to practise for at least another 10 years before shooting 

his age. 

Colin and his wife, Judi Angel, find touring mixed with golf to be an ideal way to spend vacations, both in 

Canada and abroad, and are particularly fond of New Zealand and the Santa Barbara area of California. 

For 3 winters between 2003 and 2010, they were also volunteering in Africa and S.E. Asia, where golf 

wasn’t a high priority for them, but Colin does remember one occasion when they were at least able to 

practise their golf swings at a private course in Kampala, Uganda.  There was only one other golfer on the 



course range, a South African, but he had to have three Ugandans assisting him, one to hand him clubs, 

one to put his ball on the mat and one to collect it on the range! 

Colin and Judi have four children, all residing in BC or Alberta.  Each of them has 2 children; the 4 boys 

and 4 girls aged 5 to 22 are all gorgeous, says grandpa.   

Colin really enjoys the fellowship of the West Point Golf Club and joined the Board in 2015.  He has served 

as Social Director and Secretary, before being elected President in 2019.  He has so far survived these 

roles without a cell phone and with a distinct distrust of computers.  He says that his wife does anything 

‘technical’, while keeping him up to date on McCleery, where she happens to be this year’s Captain of the 

McCleery Ladies.  Colin is currently spearheading the production and publication of an updated history of 

West Point Golf Club.  Watch for it - as it will be an interesting read. 
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