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Mel is a relative newcomer to West Point Golf Club, 
joining in 2018.  He was introduced to West Point 
through all the friends he met at UGC.  He was born in 
Winnipeg in 1935 and stayed there until migrating to 
Burnaby in 1963.  Mel admits that his life has been a 
series of who you know rather than planned.  He met 
his wife, Pat, through a blind date in October ‘57; they 
were engaged in December and married in July ’58.  
Mel has led a remarkably interesting and fulfilling life. 
 
His working life began as a clerk with CP rail and then 
he was transferred to the Data Processing Centre.  
While attending an IBM seminar, he met the manager 
of a drug wholesale firm.  Shortly after the seminar, he 

saw an ad for a computer operator for that firm, called Wally and got the job.  When Wally got 
promoted, Mel replaced him as manager of the department.  About a year later, the president 
called Mel in and wanted to transfer him to Vancouver to replace the person setting up their 
computer department, who had unfortunately suffered a nervous breakdown.  The president 
said that Mel’s wife, Pat, had to approve the move!  He picked up the phone in the president’s 
office and told Pat about the proposed move.  She had been brought up in Vancouver and was 
in the first graduating class of Gladstone Secondary.  All the president heard over the phone 
was a really loud YAHOO.  Two weeks later, Mel was in Vancouver and left Pat to sell the house 
and move two kids, aged 1 and 3. 
 
After discovering that what they considered a good raise in Winnipeg was not enough to live on 
in Vancouver in 1963, Mel moved to and managed the Computer subsidiary of Mac and Mac 
Hardware wholesale division.  The company bought out a hardware wholesale firm in Winnipeg 
and offered Mel the job of combining the computer centres in Winnipeg.  He remained until the 
operation in Vancouver was closed.  Mel avowed that he “came from Winnipeg and wasn’t 
going back!”  
  
As Mel wandered around with a year’s severance pay, he got a call from a friend in the 
Government Employment Service, telling him that there was an opening with the Vancouver 
Public Library.  During his sojourn with VPL, Mel also spent 3 months in Ottawa, consulting on 
streamlining the Commercial Customs Reporting Systems and then another 4 months assisting 
3M in designing their Computer Library Circulation Systems.  Mel stayed with the library until 
1982, setting up their computerized circulation system.  Following a few discussions with the 
city’s lawyers, he left to set up his own company, consulting and installing bar code data 
systems.  He recalls that it seemed like he was 7 years ahead of the times – and as a result, the 
family starved for a while. 
 
During the starvation time, an ex-IBM salesperson (who had developed a circulation system for 
libraries) called to say they needed someone who could handle the sales and support for their 
bar code stuff.  This stroke of good fortune turned from a part-time function to Mel starting his 
own firm, Bar Code Applications Ltd.  [When I googled it, I learned that BCA had supplied bar 



code labels, printers and scanners to over 300 libraries in North America.]  Mel then started 
implementing data collection systems for warehousing.   While talking about the operation with 
a fellow racquetball player, his friend suggested he form two firms, one for libraries and one for 
other functions.  This was the best advice Mel ever received.  In 1992, Mel sold BarScan 
Systems (which handled the warehouse applications), kept the library company and withdrew 
to his home office, before this became a popular idea.   
 
At home, Mel was part of a group from the “Y” who ran around Stanley Park 3 times a week 
and then played racquetball before breakfast.  This activity caused problems with his knees 
which resulted in using a cart.  Recently, through shots and exercise, he seems able to walk the 
course; not bad for an 85-year-old.  While running around Stanley Park with a like-minded 
group, he met the warehouse manager for VGH and started supplying hospitals with specialty 
labels for laboratories.   
 
Mel began golfing in Winnipeg, circa 1953.  That’s what they did in Manitoba, golfed in the 
summer and curled in the winter.  Prior to the current pandemic, Mel was curling 3 times a 
week.  Now he plays winter golf.  He recalls his best score being 88 from the white tees.  No 
holes-in-one but an impressive deuce on the new 11th hole at University Golf Club, a par 4 
measuring 399 yards.  Nice eagle!  For about 9 years, he was part of a group of 25 who 
vacationed in Palm Springs, playing 5 different courses in 5 days.  He remembers one day when 
the wind came up and blew the roof off the golf cart!   
 
In 2001 Mel received a call from Marty Zlotnik to set up a bar code system for tracking and 
verifying attendees for the 2002 AIR CANADA CHAMPIONSHIP at Northview Golf Club.  He 
recollects that it was quite an experience watching the behind-the-scenes activities of all the 
golfers before and after the tournament.   
 
Mel was a member of the Vancouver Rotary Club for 34 years and among other efforts, 
coordinated their annual golf tournament.  With the funds generated, they began an Adopt-a-
School-Program [read about how to donate in the Vancouver Sun] which provided hot meals for 
150 kids at Norquay Elementary School.  With the assistance of six other Rotarians and their 
wives, he started a Help Reading Club where they became involved with helping kids, whose 
English was a second language, with reading.  He also managed to get a sufficient number of 
yellow winter jackets that security people wear, for the Crossing Guards at Norquay.  Other 
than his family - wife Pat and sons Brad and Mike - Mel says he is most proud of the Breakfast 
and Reading program that still continues to operate.  Brad is a coordinator for cable 
installations and Mike has retired from the CPR. 
 
His Rotary club also raised funds and worked with the Vancouver Park Board to establish Emery 
Barnes Park and to pay for lamp standards at English Bay, with the Rotarian emblem on the 
base.  Through a member of West Point and Rotary, Mel became involved with the Residence 
for Independent Living Society (RILS), a home for physically and mentally challenged adults.  
While chair of their board, he started an annual golf tournament fund-raiser which enabled the 
tenants to participate in bus tours, Zajac Summer Camps and other functions. 
 
Mel was actively involved with the YMCA, teaching gymnastics in Winnipeg and investing a year 
fund-raising with the Vancouver branch.  He has served as president of the Data Processing 
Association of BC, Micrographics Association of BC, Rotary Club of Vancouver and was their 
Assistant Governor for the Lower Mainland. 



 
Mel and Patricia’s favourite vacations included annual two week visits to Hawaii and week-long 
driving holidays, 3 to 4 times a year down the Oregon coast.  Mel admits that he has been truly 
fortunate during his time on earth to be able to meet and know great people, who have helped 
him with whatever he wanted or was asked to do.  Unfortunately, as he grows older, many of 
these friends are disappearing.  But his mother died at age 97 and his father at 101, so he 
figures he will be around for a while.  His inspiration is golfing with great people who do not 
care what his current handicap is.  Mel’s closing comment: “FOR THOSE WHO SAY IT CAN’T BE 
DONE – GET OUT OF THE WAY OF THOSE THAT ARE DOING IT.”  
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