
Sketch of a West Pointer – Joe Davison 

 

Joe was born in St. Vincent’s Hospital on December 3, 1946.  
He is another member who was raised in Vancouver and has 
also lived in North Vancouver and Burnaby.  Following 
graduation from high school at age 17, Joe joined Pacific Press 
(The Province newspaper) and performed various jobs before 
working his way up to Office Supervisor in the Circulation 
Department, overseeing the Administration Staff.  In 1975, he 
decided it was time for a career change and moved to BC 
Hydro as a Meter Reader.  After a brief stint in that 
department, he moved into Corporate Finance and when he 
retired 28 years later in 2003, he was the Financial Services 
Manager in Field Services.  After two days of enjoying 
retirement, Joe was asked by the Director of Finance at BC 
Hydro to do consulting work.  Thirteen years later, he finally 
retired! 
 

Joe and his late brother, Bill, grew up in a small but incredibly happy household.  Their grandparents, 

aunts, uncles and cousins were all close by so that it was a great time in an innocent era.  Joe recalls 

great memories growing up in Vancouver in the 50’s and 60’s – Wally’s Drive-in, Sock Hops, local 

Community Centre dances (Night Train Revue) and paying $1.50 on weekdays and $2.50 on 

weekends to play Fraserview Golf Course! 

Joe started golfing at age 11, being introduced to the game by his dad and uncle.  He immediately 

took to the game and by the time Joe was 15, he had established a single digit handicap!  Although 

his handicap would vary depending on how often he played, he achieved his lowest of 5 during his 

late teens and early 20’s.  Joe is one of many West Point members waiting for his first hole-in-one 

[which I find hard to believe] but has come close many times.  He admits, “If the hole had been 12 

inches in diameter, I would have had many.”  Joe hopes to shoot his age one day soon. 

His wife, Dalaine, was not a golfer when they met but was willing to learn the game and, though 

greatly stressed - especially on the first tee - grew to enjoy the game and their many rounds 

together.  Over the years, they have enjoyed golfing with numerous family members and friends 

and have taken many golf trips in Canada and south of the border, including countless memorable 

rounds in Hawaii.  Joe has two great stepsons and daughters-in-law and 4 grandchildren who keep 

them busy with lots of fun, activity and laughter. 

When asked about memorable occasions in his golfing history, Joe responded that he has been lucky 

to have several.  He played as a Junior at Fraserview in the 1950’s and caddied at the old 

Shaughnessy Golf Course which has since become Van Dusen Gardens, recalling fond memories of 

getting there at 6 a.m. to ensure a bag and then shagging balls on the driving range with no helmet 

or other safety attire while the members hit into him!  Joe was captain of his Gladstone High School 

golf team following in the footsteps of Ray Dodson who went on to become the pro at Vancouver 

Golf Club.  During the mid 70’s Joe felt fortunate to play a number of rounds with the local area 



professionals at VGC, through his association with the club champion.  In 2000, he qualified as a 

CGTF (Canadian Golf Teachers Federation) teaching pro and did some teaching for a few years but 

never pursued it.  He concludes his golf memories by fondly recalling his first year with WPGC, 

meeting the members and winning the 2012 Stroke Play Championship and finishing runner-up to 

Peter Coyle in the Match Play competition [there’s a good photo in the October 2012 Divot Dust]. 

Joe has long admired Jack Nicklaus, beginning when he witnessed him hit his persimmon driver into 

the stratosphere (plus 300 yards) at the 1966 Canadian Open.  One of Joe’s favourite golf stories 

involves playing a round at the Vancouver Golf Club with the former pro, Don Sutherland (who had 

been on the PGA circuit in his early years), Don’s brother Hamish and Joe’s working companion who 

was the reigning Club Champion.  Don and Joe won the match and the money, only to lose his 

winnings plus more in the locker room playing gin rummy into the early hours of the morning!  Don 

shot his age that day, 71 from the back tees.  When asked to select his 3 favourite golf courses, Joe 

listed Torrey Pines (the layout and scenery), Shuksan (courses for horses) and Vancouver Golf Club 

(home for him). 

OK, that’s enough about golf for now.  Joe’s main interest other than golf has always been music 

and he has enjoyed playing in bands for a long time.  For over 50 plus years he has been the lead 

guitar player in three bands: “City Lights”, “Dr D and the Soul Demons” and his most recent band, 

“Souled Out”.  It is an eleven-piece R&B band that has played at various Corporate gigs and other 

events around town for several years.   Joe has produced two CD’s and points out that the process 

in a recording studio is extremely precise and every note and sound is under a lot of scrutiny.  But 

when the product turns out well, it becomes immensely satisfying and is especially so when positive 

feedback is received.  The last CD “Westcoast Trax” was released in 2013.  [Check out some of the 

songs at https://music.apple.com/us/album/westcoast-trax-dreamsome/736877498.] 

 

Favourite vacations include Hawaii (The Hawaii Prince Hotel on Oahu), cruising the Mediterranean 

to Egypt and travelling to the Pyramids in a 26-bus convoy.  All intersections were blocked off for 

the group on their way to Cairo with a guard on each bus sporting an Assault Rifle under his suit and 

army jeeps riding alongside them!  Another special experience for Joe is belonging to West Point.  

He comments that it’s a great senior men’s club and thanks two life-long friends, Lorne Lindsay and 

Don Edmonds, for their friendship - and for introducing him to the Club.   
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